Dates to remember.

The volunteer luncheon barbecue will be held on Wednesday 26th. May at 12.30 pm. in the Pavilion area. This will be hosted by the Friends Committee, and we look forward to meeting and greeting you all. There is a sign-up sheet in the shop, so please add your names!

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday August 19th in the Display Room, We would love to see you all come to this – nibblies and a cuppa will be served. We want nominations for all sections of the committee, so please put your hands up. At the risk of sounding like a vampire – new blood is needed.
Editorial.

Always something interesting happening! I have recently returned from a trip to South America – had a wonderful time, and saw/recognised most of the trees we see in our S. American section. Tabebuias in particular are well loved, and the National tree of the Pantanal area. The Amazon rainforest is fascinating – and the tallest tree in the forest is the Brazil nut tree. The Brazil nuts nestle together like the segments of an orange inside the hard round fruit – a treat for monkeys, tapirs... and people.
The Brazilians are very aware of environment and the effects of changes in the climate which have produced more extremes of weather to the region. In fact, the day we left Rio de Janeiro we flew into a ferocious storm which closed the airport, and caused over 250 deaths from landslides in the city! These storms are well out of season. Some hurricanes have also touched on the northern parts of Brazil in the past few years – unheard of in this region.

We were privileged to visit the “Pantanal” - the largest wetland in the world. As big as France these wetlands are the remnants of an inland sea, with high salt/potassium content to the water. They extend to Paraguay, Argentina and Bolivia as well as a large portion of the “Matto Grosso” area of Brazil. Teeming with birdlife, capybara, agouti, tapirs and jaguars it is a part of the world well worth visiting.

We returned home just in time to be thrown into the final plans for Kite Day and Mother’s Day in the Garden, and I came down to earth with a thump!

Why do we run events in the Garden??

· First and foremost it is to entice people into the Garden to see the beauty that our volunteers have created over 30 years. Local people bring their friends and our visitor numbers improve.
· Secondly it is to raise funds for maintaining and growing the Garden. 

· And thirdly it is to educate adults and children alike about the importance of habitat, rainforests and mangroves for human beings and other creatures.

We of the Friends are all volunteers, so there will be times when the person responsible for running a special day is away. This brings me to put in a plea for others to come and help with these excellent festivals. Several of us have ideas for future functions, especially for children’s activities but without the help these are put into the “too hard basket”. Please put your hand up if you are interested in helping out. Call me on 66519972
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:


Before “putting pen to paper” for these reports I look back over a few past copies of our newsletter – this has some advantages and disadvantages!

     
 In May 2008 I wrote “the development of the Japanese area may be getting closer”.  While progress has been made, there is still a long way to go. The Council now has draft plans for the central line of buildings and court yards which hopefully will be largely completed in the next financial year. Then more planting can be done.


Work on installing the recycled watering system is virtually complete and is being brought into use. This has taken up a lot of time and as a result some of the usual garden work has got behind but it will certainly be a long term benefit to the Garden. 


Again the Garden has proved to be a wonderful setting for activities. The recent Children’s Day drew a wonderful crowd who really enjoyed the fine weather and the setting.


I want to remind everyone that the end of the financial year also brings the need for nominations for our committee. Without a fully functioning committee the organization falters, even when there are people working on any of our several activities.


 All members and partners are invited to a BBQ lunch on May26th at 12.30. This will be on the grass area in front of the pavilion. If you know someone who could be interested in finding out what we do invite them also!

WORKING BEES


A large part of the work lately has been getting the Japan area ready for Children’s Day. Now we must get going on some of the annual pruning work. As in any garden the weeds do not stop growing because you are busy doing something else!!

DISPLAY/MEETING ROOMS


Both the main room at the entrance and the cottage room continue to be used a lot. TAFE now have bookings in the cottage one full day and two afternoons every week for some months. This room has been very useful, leaving the larger room for bigger groups.  

From the Treasury.

On the special days our Information shop and Garden Cafe have been very busy, and thus our takings and profits continue to improve.

Children’s Day raised about $5,000, and Mother’s Day $1400, a very welcome boost to revenue. Harmony Day brought in more than $2000 between the shop and the cafe.

Main expenditure has been the installation of electric cables and power points to the Pavilion area. This will allow more food stalls to draw power on our special event days, without the need for a generator.

Insurance costs have also risen. 

In the display room, a new sink and tiling have been installed for the people who use the room for meetings and conferences. And at last we have finished the tiling of the entire shop and back room behind the Information Office.

Payments for mulch, signage and garden furniture are always a draw on our running account.

As of 30/04/2010

BCU S20 Bank balance



$15,136.78

Less unpresented cheques


$2,960.65

Funds available



$12,176.13

BCU S10




$395.58

Total funds available



12,571.71.

From the Foundation Interest account we have transferred $40,000 to the general account to pay for capital improvements, leaving $41,907.00 still available for Education, research and capital improvements. 

Lyn Coupe.Treasurer

Images

In the early years of development of the Botanic Garden, many pictures were taken by the Friends, as prints and slides. Some things were favourite subjects and there was a lot of duplication, but there now resides in the Friend's PC (and a back-up Flash Drive) a good selection of these images (several hundred), which are intended to be a long-term historic record, and available for any purpose. However, in recent years there has been no-one setting out to maintain a photographic record of events or changes and there are gaps appearing. For example, there are no

images from the two recent Japanese Children's Day festivities. Can you help? Or perhaps you have prints, slides or electronic pictures of other garden-related things which you feel we could use. If so, please call Barry Kemp on 66531131 or email barrykemp@bigpond.com.

And more consequences of pollution...

Burning waste and fossil fuels releases cadmium, a toxic metal, into the environment, and this accumulates in many species including insects.

Now consider the poor old pitcher plants, one of the so-called carnivorous plants, eating cadmium-laced insects and becoming poisoned as a result. Over time this causes their shoots to shrink, which may affect their survival. It is thought that the metal interferes with photosynthesis.

Interestingly, pitcher plants can regulate the uptake of copper, another pollutant which is toxic to many other plants.

The ancient blob!

Rachel Sussman photographs ancient organisms. Less than 2000 years old and she is not too interested, however when a suitable candidate is identified she hastens to capture it on film and study it with her fellow biologists. Among her studies is an ancient tree in Japan reputed to be 7000 years old, although carbon dating showed it to be a mere 2200 years old.

The accompanying photograph shows what looks like an amorphous blob, possibly a moss. However on closer examination is actually a relative of parsley, and consists of thousands of flowering buds on long stems, all so densely packed that they can support the weight of a human. It is thought to be more than 3000 years old.

Interestingly I photographed a very similar plant growing on the bleak and windswept hillsides of the Falkland Islands 2 years ago, while this specimen, llareta, grows in the Atacama Desert of Chile. One thing that long-lived species seem to have in common is that they live in extreme environments and are uniquely adapted to their habitat.

Condensed from an article entitled “Blobs that time forgot” in the New Scientist dated April 10th. 2010

. A Pirate's Flowers.

Beside the creek walk there is an attractive native plant with dark blue flowers - Dampiera sylvestris ("blue dampiera"). British botanist Robert Brown first published the genus name Dampiera in 1810, in honour of navigator William Dampier (1652-1715), describing several species found on both the west and east coast of Australia. Since then, more species have been named and there are now about 66 species, all restricted to Australia. Most have blue flowers, but there are uncommon red, pink, yellow and white species in W.A. (Don't bother trying to grow them in our humid climate!). There are several blue species on the north coast and tablelands.

Dampier had what is best described as a colourful life. He is probably the only person whose C.V. could read "navigator, pirate and naturalist"!! Orphaned early in life, he served briefly in the Royal Navy fighting against the Dutch, then spent some time in the West Indies, where he fell in with "privateers" (officially sanctioned pirates who raided Spanish settlements and attacked their ships). As well as in the West Indies, he joined raids on South American colonies and Mexico, then went to the East Indies for more mayhem. He visited China and the Philippines and in 1688, sighted the far northwest of Australia. He was an excellent observer and note-keeper and on his return to England he published two books on the voyage. 

In 1699, the Admiralty, no doubt thinking about the fabled "Great South Land", commissioned Dampier to lead a voyage of exploration in the decrepit 299 ton "Roebuck". He arrived at Shark Bay in July, but was not impressed by the dry nature of the land and could not find a good harbour. Nevertheless, he charted the coast, collected natural history specimens, stored them in his little wooden ship, and went on to New Guinea, discovering that New Britain was an island. The badly leaking ship was abandoned at Ascension Island on the return voyage, with the loss of many specimens. His later voyages included a circumnavigation of the globe. His books are highly regarded for the accuracy of the observations and some of his plant specimens are still stored at Oxford University. Brown named Dampiera incana from a specimen collected by Dampier at Shark Bay in August 1699.

Barry Kemp

Education report

On Children’s Day, the Botanic Garden Education tent with mask making and warrior hat folding was as popular as ever. 

Schools are booking for the Sustainable Water Use in the Gardens program, and combining this with the Waste Recovery Depot Education Unit. This is a worthwhile excursion to increase student awareness of reducing, recycling and reusing our most precious resource: pure drinking water.

Aus-Biota bookings are once again over four days with more than 300 students from schools as far as Ballina and Armidale participating. These are two new areas that the Gardens Education Department has been able to attract to this excellent year-11 Biology study day.
Sue McEntyre

Education officer for the Gardens

Events in the Garden.

Sometimes it seems that all our events happen at once! 

Hot on the heels of the enormously successful indigenous celebration of arts music and dance on Australia Day: Saltwater/Freshwater, came the Multicultural Harmony Festival, showcasing our diverse community, and celebrated in March. 

This event grows bigger every year – music, dance and exotic foods feature, mixing and mingling of cultures encouraged, and the Council does an excellent job of providing information to our newer residents. This year over 4,500 visitors attended, thanks in part to a children specific program held in the picnic area. Many thanks to Susan Clark of the Council for organising this event...we certainly hope to have this included in our schedule next year.

And this year Children’s (Kite) Day was the biggest and best yet. Taiko Drummers from the Gold Coast enthusiastically pounded the drums, sang and danced to entertain the 4000 visitors. Our beautiful Koinobori kites flew once again over the lake, and there was a Bonsai exhibition, Anime masks, sushi making demonstrations, children’s activities and plenty of food this year. What a beautiful spectacle this Festival has proved to be. We can only hope that next year the Japanese Garden will be fully planted and set up in time for our Children’s Day.

Mother’s Day fell on the following Sunday. Although the Coffs Harbour Show was running that day, nevertheless we had over 500 attendees listen to the Bellinger River District Pipe Band, and Highland dancers perform. 

We have a break now until September/October when Father’s Day, Buskers evenings and Botanica will be upon us.

This year has been a difficult year with the Committee stretched to the limit. Thank you very much to Pat Armstrong who stepped in to take over Mother’s Day when I had some personal stress and felt split between two loyalties. When the co-ordinating committee is so small (one person!) it takes very little to push us over the brink into being overworked. This was never as obvious as on Kite Day where four of us ran the barbecue and sold drinks to hordes of people. We really need a roster of volunteers to relieve the load. My heartfelt thanks go to Chris Barker and Peter and Jenny Wilson who were my willing workers. I think I “stole” Peter and Jenny from another task, and if so I apologise, but my need was great!

If you are willing to work on the co-ordination of events, please call me on 66519972.

Garden Works.

Our fearless leader is off recuperating from surgery and about half of him (!) will return, hopefully by the time this is read. Although I have really enjoyed the challenge, I look forward to his return. The old saying “you never know what it is like for someone else till you walk in their shoes” springs to mind!

It has been a busy time in the Garden over the last few months, with some very successful events as well as the installation of the recycled water system. 

Harmony Day was a great success, with increased numbers of stalls and visitors. The Friends had paid to have new electrical points and underground wires installed, and these met with approval from the food vendors.

Japanese Children’s Day was blessed with some beautiful weather and good crowds, showing how much of an asset the Garden is to the Community. The games and activities ran hot all day, and the Taiko drummers performances had the crowds mesmerised. The calligraphy by Ren was highlighted by him writing the story behind the Koinobori kites, which was then sung by the Taiko drummers.

The plans for the Japanese Garden structures have been completed by Ann M. Gee, architect, and sent to Japan for Mr. Tazo, a member of the Sasebo delegation who visited us last year for demonstrations and design clinics, to look over and give advice. This takes us a step closer to seeing some progress in this area.

The recycled water system is all but complete, with exotics up and running. With some fine-tuning the rest of the gardens will be operational for the winter dry period.

Rick Ackland

GUIDING REPORT  APRIL 2010.

As garden guides we never stop learning about the trees and plants in our Botanic Garden so our workshops which are held at 10 am on the 1st Thursday of every month are always very informative. In February, Richard showed us around the Prime Display Area and in March, Alex guided us through the newly established Queensland area.  In April we spent a lovely morning exploring the Herbarium, Seedstore and propagating areas.

I would like to encourage all information officers to come along to our workshops as it’s a great way to familiarise yourself with the garden, meet  other friendly volunteers and then complete the morning with a nice cuppa.

Small groups are taking advantage of the guided walks which are always held on the 3rd Sunday of the month. We take a leisurely walk for about an hour so if you would like to discover the many delights of the Botanic garden just meet at the garden at 10 am.

If you would like to see the garden but find it difficult to walk or if you are a visitor with a limited amount of time then you can take advantage of our people mover. For a modest charge we can provide a driver to show you around our spectacular Botanic garden.

Roslyn O’Connell 

Interesting facts about Flannel Flowers.

Here is a flower which we all know well and hold dear to our hearts, but although very recently DNA analysis has given us an indication of its origins, its evolution, reproduction and ecology are actually little known. 

Dr. Murray Henwood, a botanist from John Ray Herbarium at the University of Sydney has done some DNA comparisons, revealing the following:

· The closest living relative to all flannel flowers is not an Australian native but a rainforest shrub from New Caledonia.

· Genetically similar flannel flowers to those found in Sydney are to be found in Central Australia and Tasmania – but no-one knows how they got there!

· The pink flannel flower from the Blue Mountains is genetically too different from the tough Sydney one to produce a pink flower from crossing the two.

Flannel flowers can be found in the Garden in the NSW section opposite the glasshouses.

SEED BANK NEWS.

Autumn is usually a good time to collect seed from many of our native shrubs and trees, but unfortunately this year there is a lack of enthusiastic see collectors. If any Friends have an urge to learn the pleasant, interesting occupation of seed collecting, please contact me. I am regularly in the seed bank on Tuesdays between 9 am. and 1 pm.

This also is the time of year for the less interesting chores of stock taking, cleaning and retesting of all stored seed, so I would like to thank my loyal band of helpers for their continuing support.

Margaret Smith.

Co-ordinator.

The “For-everything” tree – Yellow trumpet tree. (Tabebuia aurea)

Called in the Pantanal the “Saint’s remedy”, the golden trumpet tree is used in the local herbal medicine, literally, for all manner of ailments. In fact its colloquial name “paratudo” is Portuguese for “for everything”!

The sap is used on cuts; the toasted leaf is a stimulant and can be drunk as a tea. With long term use it can combat worms, anaemia, hepatitis, colds and other inflammations. 

It contains the alkali carobina (meaning “bitter leaf”) and thus is used to reduce fevers, and for malaria, diabetes and gastric problems. The people of the Pantanal chew its bark or soak it in water and then drink it after 24 hours.

The flower is edible, and is forage for cattle, monkeys and deer as well as many birds. Although I have not personally tasted it, it is said to taste like lettuce.

The description of Tabebuia aurea is taken from Pantanal, Brazil by Paulo Cardoso 

Go down to the South American section to see our beautiful pink Tabebuias in the lawns, and the golden variety stands tall in the background.

The Odd (Wry) Spot.

There has been considerable and long-standing dispute over the ownership of New Moore Island, situated in the Bay of Bengal, with both India and Bangladesh claiming it as territory. It appears now that the wrangling is at an end, as global warming has submerged the island making ownership rather a moot point. 

Welcome to new members.

The following new members have joined our merry band of volunteers, and we extend them a warm welcome:

Joanne Bowes, Ruth Dorward, Maria Lorenzo, Frances Peel, R and J Staly, John Wierusewski and Maria Williams. 

We hope to meet you all at the volunteers luncheon on May 26th.

We are famous...

A friend gave me a 2008 Medibank calendar last week! No, neither the friend nor I are quite that out of date, but she wanted to show me how famous the Botanic Garden in Coffs Harbour has become.

The October picture features a section of our Garden, namely the bridge in “Japan”, and was painted by a St. Augustines Primary School student – Neyha Laarhoven. I have taken the liberty of printing this in the Newsletter as a snippet of interest as I could not see a Copyright to either Neyha or Medibank.

